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ALL the French Finleys will be in 

the USA 16 June to 24 July.

Page 5  

FR
E

N
C

H
 F

IN
LE

Y
S
 2

0
0

8

The

Jonathan and Karen  F I N L E Y 
9 rue de la mairie, 77185 Lognes, France
email: finley@worldventure.net 
telephone: +1 626 381 9887 USA
                  +33 1 60 06 29 58 France 

Visit Jonathan’s blog at oikos.typepad.com 

http://oikos.typepad.com/jmfinley/2008/03/surfing-a-trans.html
http://oikos.typepad.com/jmfinley/2008/03/surfing-a-trans.html
mailto:finley@worldventure.net
mailto:finley@worldventure.net


[2]

Thrust into Leadership, Thrust into Mission
What is West Africa’s role in God’s mission to bless all the families 

of the earth?  How should missionaries be identified and sent?  Sent 

where and why?  What would be a sustainable sending structure ?  

How would we learn to adapt to other cultures?  How might we finance 

these missions ?  What is the difference between evangelism and 

mission?  What is the role of the local church in God’s 

mission? ... These are some of the excellent questions 

that the students and faculty are asking at the Bethel 

Bible Institute in Korhogo, Ivory Coast.  In May, I had 

the privilege of dialoguing with them on some of the 

issues surrounding the mobilization of local Baptist 

churches for God’s Mission.  I reminded them that 

Western Europe is a mission field... and, as you might 

guess, encouraged them to pray for France.

In the late 90’s, when I first heard of WorldVenture’s 

work in the Ivory Coast (at that time our mission agency’s largest 

ministry site), it was in conjunction with the concept of an “exit 

strategy.”   How do we leave?  How do we know when our work is 

done?  No one could seem to figure out how to pull WorldVenture’s top-

heavy presence out of what was then West Africa’s most successful 

nation.   

If you follow international news, you may know that the Ivory 

Coast is recovering from civil war that in September 2002 cut the nation 

in two.  The North, where the Bible Institute is located, is still controlled 

by rebel forces (for more context, read “Les Baptistes du Nord...”, page 

3).  When the war hit, the vast majority of Western “missionaries” fled 

the country.  There was no strategy, but there was an exit.  It 

would seem that our Sovereign Lord does as he chooses 

even in times of war.

As a result, Ivorians have been thrust into positions of 

leadership previously occupied by foreign 

“missionaries.”  Pray for these young leaders as they 

discern their role in God’s mission.  It is God who 

mobilizes leaders for his purposes.  It is God who thrusts 

his people into his mission to bless all the families of the 

earth.  

What I learned in Korhogo :  A proper understanding of God’s 

mission liberates us from the tyranny of our own strategies.  It is God’s 

promise and power and not our plans that insure a future for God’s 

missionary people.  And God’s blessing does not respect borders no 

matter where we might place them on the map.

     

... in you all the 

families of the 

earth shall be 

blessed.

Genesis 12:3

Professor KEO

My host in Korhogo, Prof. Kognon KEO 

(to my left in photo), has a big job for a 

young man.  The church association that he 

serves counts less that 80 trained pastors 

for more that 400 local churches.  Certain 

pastors oversee as many as 7 churches at a 

time.  KEO is one of only 3 pastors with a 

masters level education.  As Director of the 

Bible Institute, his role to form more and 

better church leaders is of primary importance.  

Pray for him.   KEO also dreams of pursuing 

further training, a PhD from an American 

evangelical seminary.  How can he insure the 

proper functioning of the school he leads while 

pursing doctoral studies?  I am acutely aware 

of this challenge.  Pray that God would provide 

for my new friend and richly bless him with 

everything he needs to do God’s will.    

La mission est à l’Eglise ce que brûler est au feu.
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Les Baptistes 

du Nord de la Côte d’Ivoire

Automatic weapon toting rebels 

rolled back ominously spiked road blocks 

to let us through.  Why?  Because we 

were associated with Les Baptistes du 

Nord.    We passed rebel check points 

without any problems throughout the 

Northern part of the 

Ivory Coast.  

Where 

federal infra-

structure has 

crumbled in the 

rebel controlled 

North, Baptists 

have flourished.  

I was told over 

and over again, 

“If you get sick, don’t go to the state 

hospital.  Go to the Baptist Hospital in 

Ferké.”  I didn’t get sick, but I did have 

the privilege of visiting the hospital, the 

dispensary, the radio station, and thriving 

Baptist churches that count more than 10 

thousand members.  Amazing !  

Interestingly, the Sénoufo people 

who make up the largest part of the 

Baptistes du Nord benefited little from 

the Ivory Coast’s economic boom in the 

60s and 70s.  The war hasn’t changed 

the Sénoufo’s standard of living much.  

As I mentioned above, the evacuation of 

missionaries has thrust Sénoufo 

Christians into leadership positions.   The 

ministries they lead continue to blossom.

For the most part, the Sénoufo are 

subsistence-type farmers with little 

formal education, many are illiterate.  My 

friend KEO, educated at the University of 

Abidjan, is an exception to this rule and 

is doing much to bring higher education 

to his own people and region.  He and 

others share a vision to establish a 

Baptist University on the former site of 

the International 

Christian School 

in Bouaké.  This 

beautiful campus 

is currently being  

used as a French 

military base.  It 

is difficult to 

imagine a better 

purpose for this 

facility when the 

French finally do pull their troops out.  

One would expect that such a liberal arts 

university would be as bright a witness to 

Jesus’ transformational love as the 

hospital, the radio station, and the 

churches already are.  Pray for the 

Baptistes du Nord.        

I wish this letter could convey the taste 
of a warm mango pulled from the tree or 
the voice of the balafons worshiping our 
Creator.  I wish you could see the 
weavers weave freshly picked cotton 
into beautiful fabric or hear a village 
elder weave a Sénoufo tale with Gospel 
meaning.  I wish I could share a meal 
with you of the Guinea fowl given to me 
as a gift.  That’s of course too much to 
expect from a letter...but it’s exactly 
what you might expect from a short-
term mission experience in Ivory Coast ! 

ENCOUNTERS

GLOBAL  VISION

CrossCultural

Sénoufo region
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Not all the people you see in this 

collage know each other ... yet. They are 

all however connected in one way or 

another.  Each has something to offer the 

others and to receive...even if they don’t 

know it yet.  Each represents whole 

networks of Jesus-followers in various 

geographic locations and culturo-

linguistic contexts who would also 

mutually benefit from each other’s gifts if 

interdependent relationships where 

actively developed between them.  

With all the talk of 

global partnerships, 

interconnectedness, 

and mission from 

everywhere to 

everywhere, it has often 

troubled me that 

mission agencies aren’t 

doing more to actively 

develop the spaces in 

between different 

points on global 

ministry networks.    

That’s one reason I went 

to Ivory Coast:  to learn what it might 

mean to lead between.  Let me illustrate 

through the relationships both real and 

possible represented by the collage.

We can start with the two guys 

standing on either side of KEO (center).  

Paul Spurlock (left) and Scott Smithson 

(right) represent local churches that 

support our ministry.  Faith Community 

Church of Santa Cruz, CA, where Scott is 

an elder, is a daughter church of Twin 

Lakes Church (Aptos, CA), where Paul is 

Outreach Pastor.  Paul and Scott didn’t 

know each other before traveling to Ivory 

Coast with me in May. We have already 

begun planning a joint short-term mission 

trip back to Korhogo.  The team would be 

made up of members from FCC, Twin 

Lakes, and our churches here in the Paris 

region.  

That would bring Philip (bottom left, 

below Paul) into the picture.  He’s the 

pastor of our church here in France and 

has expressed 

interest 

in our African initiatives.  Philip and I will 

be overseeing Jeremiah Martin’s (upper 

left with his wife Shaelagh) pastoral 

internship at the Lagny Church.  Jeremiah 

and Shaelagh, who are passionate about 

theological education, would benefit 

greatly from getting to know KEO.

I met KEO through Rod and Angelika 

Ragsdale (bottom right).  I’ve known Rod 

since 1995 when we did an evangelism 

campaign together in Paris.  Karen and 

Angelika were both appointed by 

WorldVenture in 1999.  Rod has lived in 

Ivory Coast for most of his life.  His 

“primary” role at the moment is professor 

at the Bethel Bible Institute. The 

Ragsdales, who stayed in Ivory Coast 

during the entire civil war, have earned 

respect and trust throughout the northern 

part of the country.  Sharing that trust 

with me is what opened the door to teach 

in Korhogo and to meet KEO.  

KEO has also been leading between 

the Bethel Bible Institute and other 

theological schools in West Africa.  In 

April, he taught at the in Evangelical 

Theological Institute of 

Senegal where 

Adama Diouf 

(bottom center) 

is the Director.

Matt and Nicole 

Paschal (top right) 

will be working with 

Monsieur Diouf in 

Dakar.  They are 

currently studying 

French in Paris.  

Later this afternoon, 

the Paschals are coming 

over to our place for a BBQ to celebrate 

Matt’s birthday.  Don’t tell.  It’s a surprise 

party.

As you read this, you may think of 

others who should be added to the 

collage. Tell us.  

Pray that we would all learn to lead 

between, cultivating transcontinental 

mission initiatives and friendships that 

energize a dynamic of mission from 

everywhere to everywhere.  May the 

whole earth be filled with Jesus! Glory!        

G L O B A L   P A R T N E R S H I P S - TO LEAD BETWEEN

To join the Finley’s support 

team, contact:

WorldVenture
1501 W Mineral Avenue

Littleton, CO  80120

1-800-487-4224

WorldVenture.com  

Singing the Weak Dollar Blues

In 2008, the dollar has fallen to historical 

lows against the Euro (1! = $1.59 !).  Our 

salary, which is paid in dollars, has been 

devalued by over 30%.  We are 

significantly under-supported.  If you or 

someone you know would be interested 

in  partnering with us, please contact 

WorldVenture.

https://worldventure.com/CommitmentForm.aspx?id=4703&aliaspath=/Give/Make-A-Commitment
https://worldventure.com/CommitmentForm.aspx?id=4703&aliaspath=/Give/Make-A-Commitment
http://www.santacruzfaith.org/
http://www.santacruzfaith.org/
http://www.santacruzfaith.org/
http://www.santacruzfaith.org/
http://tlc.org/
http://tlc.org/
http://tlc.org/
http://tlc.org/
http://alabonnefranquette.org/
http://alabonnefranquette.org/
http://alabonnefranquette.org/
http://alabonnefranquette.org/
http://www.worldventure.com/Missionaries/Missionary-Directory/Missionary/Martin_Jeremiah_Shaelagh.html
http://www.worldventure.com/Missionaries/Missionary-Directory/Missionary/Martin_Jeremiah_Shaelagh.html
http://www.worldventure.com/Missionaries/Missionary-Directory/Missionary/Martin_Jeremiah_Shaelagh.html
http://www.worldventure.com/Missionaries/Missionary-Directory/Missionary/Martin_Jeremiah_Shaelagh.html
http://www.worldventure.com/Missionaries/Missionary-Directory/Missionary/Ragsdale_Rod_Angelika.html
http://www.worldventure.com/Missionaries/Missionary-Directory/Missionary/Ragsdale_Rod_Angelika.html
http://www.worldventure.com/Missionaries/Missionary-Directory/Missionary/Ragsdale_Rod_Angelika.html
http://www.worldventure.com/Missionaries/Missionary-Directory/Missionary/Ragsdale_Rod_Angelika.html
http://www.worldventure.com/Missionaries/Missionary-Directory/Missionary/Diouf_Adama_Sylvie.html
http://www.worldventure.com/Missionaries/Missionary-Directory/Missionary/Diouf_Adama_Sylvie.html
http://www.worldventure.com/Missionaries/Missionary-Directory/Missionary/Paschall_Matt_Nicole.html
http://www.worldventure.com/Missionaries/Missionary-Directory/Missionary/Paschall_Matt_Nicole.html
http://www.worldventure.com/Missionaries/Missionary-Directory/Missionary/Paschall_Matt_Nicole.html
http://www.worldventure.com/Missionaries/Missionary-Directory/Missionary/Paschall_Matt_Nicole.html
mailto:finley@worldventure.net?subject=to%20lead%20between
mailto:finley@worldventure.net?subject=to%20lead%20between
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The French Finleys are getting ready to 

leave for the Wild, Wild West on June 16 (until 

July 24).  We didn’t think we could afford for 

all of us to go, but generous gifts, some well 

placed frequent flyer miles, and the fact that 

we are willing to fly into the heat of Phoenix, 

AZ in June made it possible for 

us to find affordable 

tickets !  

The primary 

reason for our visit 

is so that 

Jonathan can 

study for his PhD 

qualifying exam 

and take a class 

on Migration and 

Mission at Fuller 

Seminary’s Pasadena 

Campus.  

The rest of the 

Frenchy Finleys think all of 

Jonathan’s PhD stuff is really boring.  They’ve 

got big plans of their own.  Sami and Mikey 

will be on the vacation Bible school circuit, 

hanging out with their cousins and working on 

their English language skills.  

Karen is going to teach at Jonathan’s 

parents’ annual vacation Bible school 

extravaganza in beautiful downtown Double 

Adobe, Arizona, just 8 miles from the Mexican 

border.  This will be her first time to teach the 

Bible in English.  Pray for her !

Nathanaël will touch down on American 

soil for the very first time.  When asked how 

he feels about the prospect of this new 

international adventure, he 

responded, “Dagadoo!  

Agga!”  Clearly, he’s 

almost as excited 

about the 

possibilities as his 

American grand 

parents, aunts, 

uncles, and 

cousins, most of 

whom he has 

never met.

All of us are thrilled at 

the opportunity to improve 

in our quest to live bilingual and 

bicultural lives.  Please pray for us as we 

transition from one context to the next.  It’s 

not as easy as we try to make it look.  We are 

grateful to God and to you, our faithful 

partners and friends, for the life we have been 

given.   

Hope we get to see you soon !                  

ZBOYZ

Celebrating 

nine years of 

bicultural 

adventure

All the French Finleys are coming to the good ol’ USA 


