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It’s not easy to imagine the dry savannah heat of northern 
Ivory Coast from two-miles above sea level, but perched 
high in the Rockies is as good a place as any to pray for 
my Ivoiriens friends and to plan my next visit to West 
Africa.  As I’ve done for the last several years, I’m headed 
to La Côte d’Ivoire this coming May with a French-
American Team.  Wherever you are on this little planet, I’d 
invite you to pray with me for my time of service there.   

praying for 
West Africa     
2 miles up



Why ?
 This Sunday, Jesus-followers in 25 
different African nations will worship the 
only living God using the French language.  
When we think of the global French-
speaking church, we 
shouldnʼt imagine the 
Lordʼs supper is always 
taken using baguettes 
and bordeaux.  
Worldwide, the 
francophone church is 
majority African.  In 
fact, less than one in 
five evangelicals in the 
world today is of white 
european decent (no 
matter what language).  
You might ask, «If 
there are so many 
African Christians, 
what are you doing 
encouraging European 
Christians to serve in Africa?  Shouldnʼt it 
be the other way around?»  Good question, 
but Godʼs Mission to redeem all creation to 
himself is from anywhere to anywhere.  We 
live in exciting times when local churches in 
diverse locations on the globe can serve 
each other, build friendships and share 
their unique gifts.  We are putting this into 
practice. Pray for redemptive connections 
within the French-speaking world.  
Where ?
 La Côte dʼIvoire is on the southern 
coast of West Africa.  Since civil war began 
in 2002, the nation has been divided in two.  
Rebel forces control everything north of 
Bouaké, a city situated at the countryʼs 
center.   My team will fly from Paris to 
Abidjan on the southern coast and then 
drive north where we will be serving in 
Bouaké as well as two hours further north 
at the Bethel Bible Institute in Korhogo.  
Pray for the Ivory Coast.
Who ?
 I will be serving with a French-
American team of 15 people from Twin 
Lakes Church in Aptos, California and 
LʼEglise Protestante Baptiste in a suburb of 
Paris called Pontault-Combault.  I am 
coaching my little «beau frère» (brother-in-
law) as he leads the team for the first time.  

Karenʼs brother, Benjamin (on my left in 
photo top right), is doing an outstanding job  
recruiting team members, mobilizing his 
church, fund raising, and strategizing with 
African church leaders for effective service.  
It has been a great privilege to watch 

Benjamin grow-up 
both in stature (heʼs 
bigger than I am now!) 
and spiritually.  Heʼs 
planning to do a two-
year internship in Ivory 
Coast with Journey 
Corps, beginning in 
Fall ʼ11.  Pray for him!
 As much 
as Iʼd like to mention 
everyone on the team 
(Sara, Fred, Mickey 
etc !), space limits me 
to my OIKOS interns.  
Seth Westhoff finishes 
his OIKOS internship 
this summer at which 

time he will be seeking a career missionary 
appointment in France!  Now that heʼs 
bilingual (!), heʼll be a great asset to our 
teamʼs communication.  Sharlene Yang is a 
new OIKOS member, currently raising her 
support in the San Jose, CA area.  Sheʼs 
coming with us to get a vision of the 
broader French-speaking world before she 
starts her internship in Paris. Pray for Seth 
and Sharlene and the rest of the team!         
When ?
 I arrive in Paris on 5 May to make 
final preparations with Benjamin before the 
team travels from Paris to Abidjan. Iʼll also 
be preaching at our church in Lagny on 9 
May.  Weʼll be in Africa 13-23 May.  Pray for 
the French Finleys in Denver and for me as 
I travel to Europe and Africa.
What ?
 We will be serving both the Bethel 
Bible Institute and Journey Corps.  I will 
also be doing on-location interviews for 
Missions on the Frontline radio show.   
More about what we do, when I get back.

Until then...  Blessings in Christ !  Jonathan

for The French Finleys 
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