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! Karen and I are not just a little 

surprised that God is directing us to 

Denver, Colorado for "home" 

assignment. "Denver is not our home, 

but we want to be obedient to God's 

very clear leading. "Here is the story:

! Over the last 18 months, we've 

lost significant financial support as 

three of our partner churches faced 

economic crisis. "Our financial situation 

is not urgent but it is not sustainable 

over the long-term. "

! We asked in prayer that God 

show us what he would have us do. "

We believe he can and does make his 

will abundantly clear at just the right 

time. "

! It seemed to Karen and I that 

we had two options that would lead our 

family in very different directions: "

Either (1) I, Jonathan, find part-time 

employment in France to supplement a 

reduced WorldVenture support 

package or; (2) We take an early home 

assignment in order to cultivate new 

partner relationships.

! Option 2 seemed the least 

likely if only for the fact that an 

transcontinental move is both 

undesirable and expensive. "Also, we 

are very happy in our current situation. "

God has provided so richly for us in 

Paris: friends, family, new ministry 

opportunities, a great local church, our 

boys are happy. "Why would we move 

now?
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! To afford a "home" assignment, 

Karen would need to transfer to a 

French-American school in the USA, 

preferably in California near our 

supporting churches. "In the current 

economic climate, private bilingual 

education in the USA is just the kind of 

luxury item that americans are cutting 

out of their budgets. "We knew for 

example that the school in the SF Bay 

Area where Karen had taught before 

was not hiring. "We really didn't think it 

was likely she would find a job for Fall 

09. "BUT...

! In late February, we discovered 

that Denver International School had one 

job opening. "Karen sent them her CV 

not thinking anything would come of it. "

She had a phone interview the next day 

and, on the strength of her professional 

reputation alone, was verbally promised 

the job. "Wow! "It all went very fast.

! The same day Karen had her 

interview, I met Hans Finzel, 

WorldVenture's President, at Charles De 

Gaulle airport. "He had a layover on his 

way to Africa and had invited me to eat 

dinner with him. "Seeking his advice, I 

mentioned the fresh possibility that we 

might do a year "home" assignment in 

Denver. "Hans encouraged me to 

consider being his intern for that year, 

beginning in Sept 09.

! Since February, we've been 

waiting for Karen's official contract, still 

somewhat expecting the whole thing to 

fall through. "It arrived in the mail at the 

end of April just as we were leaving to 

celebrate 10 years of marriage. "Karen 

and I spent four sunshiny days in Biarritz 

discussing the possibilities, planning, 

and praying...as well as properly 

partying.

! Though it took some time to 

convince us, we don't think God needs 

to be any clearer than he already has. "

We are intent on following him to 

Denver. ""Karen signed her contract. "We 

are in the process of enrolling Sami and 

Mikey at Denver International School 

(where Karen receives a 50 percent 

discount!). "I've agreed to be the 

President#s Intern for the 2009-2010 

school year. "We will move out of OIKOS 

in the middle of July.

! What does it all mean? ""We 

don't know yet. "We are setting out by 

faith to the land God will show us. "Even 

though I graduated from high-school 

there, Colorado is a foreign land for the 

French Finleys. ""Our intention is to 

"discover" a full support package in order 

to return to France as soon as we can, 

but we are taking it all one step at a time. "

We are more than ever aware that God 

leads us on a need-to-know basis, 

providing the grace we need (and the 

finances) at just the right time. "We are 

trusting him for the details.

! There is still much to do in our 

transition!

! In May/June, Jonathan is 

leading a French/American team down 

to Ivory Coast to serve the Bethel Bible 

Institute.  We are excited about the 

partnerships developing between 

French, American, and Ivorian Churches. 

! We are very encouraged as we 

hand-off our local ministry 

responsibilities to younger colleagues.  

We also see God#s timing and grace in 

their development.   Pray specifically for 

our new church plant in Val d#Europe.  

Soon you#ll be receiving a letter 

specifically concerning our ministry 

activities.   

! For now, we appreciate your 

prayers in this time of transition.  We 

have many decisions to make in a 

relatively short time.  Pray that we would 

be both diligent and wise as we make 

the transcontinental move.

! We love you and hope to see 

you next Fall.   

Blessings in Christ and 

Gros Bisous !  ! !

! !
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