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NowHere :: Mission :: Anywhere !

THE   FRENCH   F INLEYS

Dude, there is no furlough 
from God’s mission !

Jonathan and Karen FINLEY  --  j.finley@worldventure.com  -- 1501 W. Mineral Avenue, Littleton, CO 80120

 I first started thinking about 
this letter while looking out over the 
vast delta plane that was once the 
thriving Ephesian port (in Turkey).  
Over time, the Cayter river filled the 
harbor with silt.  The city ruins are 
now miles inland from the Aegean 
sea making it difficult to imagine 
that, in the Apostle Paulʼs day, 
Ephesus was in fact a thriving 
costal city.  The massive cut stones 
strewn here and there got me 
thinking about what lasts and what 
doesnʼt.  Paul wrote these words to 
the nascent Ephesian church, 
«Together, we are Godʼs house, 

built on the foundation of the 
apostles and the prophets.  And the 
cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself.  
We are carefully joined together in 
him, becoming a holy temple for 
the Lord.» (Eph. 2.21ff) This year, 
Iʼve been able to meditate on these 
verses from a global perspective as 
I traveled through West Africa, 
Western Europe including Greece 
and Turkey (Europe?), and most 
recently through much of the 
United States with WorldVentureʼs 
President.  
 What does it mean that we 
are «carefully joined together in 

Christ»?   What does it mean on a 
global scale that God has carefully 
joined us together as a household? 
At the very least it means that local 
churches, wherever they might be 
on this planet, have a significant 
contribution to make to Godʼs 
mission to redeem all things to 
himself in Jesus.  Karen and I are 
learning to be present (NowHere!) 
in Godʼs mission anywhere we are.  
God can carefully join us from 
anywhere to anywhere !   The 
French Finleys are now here in 
Denver, Colorado, but joined to you 
in Christʼs love as a holy temple.                
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Yes, Denver.  The French Finleyʼs are 
here after what was a wild transition from 
Paris.  We are here discovering the good 
works that God has prepared in advance 
for us to do.  Although we are now here, 
we remain connected to you and others 
even further away.  As a family we have 
never been more stretched out culturally 
and geographically.  We wonder if our 
stretch marks are beginning to show.
 There is far too 
much to tell. Space 
limits us to brief 
summaries that should 
answer the essential 
question of what/how 
each of us is doing 
these days.  If we donʼt 
answer your questions, 
please let us know.  
We love to hear from 
you too.
 Jonathan is 
working in the Office of 
the President at 
WorldVentureʼs 
international 
headquarters in 
Littleton, CO.  Hans Finzel has invited 
Jonathan to shadow him in all his 
presidential activities.  Hansʼ expressed 
purpose is to mentor Jonathan for future 
leadership within WorldVenture.  Will 
Jonathan be the agencyʼs next CEO?  
After just a few months observing and 
participating in the strain of leading an 
organization stretched out over 65 
nations and filled with over 1000 strong-
willed people, Jonathan hopes not. 
Never-the-less, as WorldVenture 
reaches the peak of baby-boomer 
retirements, Jonathan will be on the front 
edge with those who will inevitably 
assume broader leadership for the 
organization.  He is learning much and is 
grateful to Hans for investing in him.  
Pray that this mentorship would serve 
well to prepare Jonathan for present and 
future missional leadership.  Pray for the 
rest of the family as Papa 
travels...well...like the President.  
 Karen is teaching kindergarten 
in Denver Montclair International 
Schoolʼs French emersion program.  She 
LOVES her job. It affords the whole 

family access to Denverʼs French-
speaking networks and keeps zboyz up 
to speed in the French school system.  
Karen never imagined she would 
become an expert in bilingual education.  
Her work environment also stimulates 
her thinking about raising a bicultural 
family.  Pray for Karen as she manages 
a full-time job and a full-time family in a 
foreign land.  She already feels a sense 

of accomplishment 
after keeping 
everything together 
while Jonathan was in 
Europe for 2 weeks in 
November...and sheʼs 
even learning to drive 
in the snow! 
 Samuel is in 4th 
grade.  Naturally, he is 
one of the stronger 
students in French, but 
is more challenged by 
the English language 
and Spanish (!) 
curriculum. Thatʼs 
right, our 9 yr old is 

learning his 3rd 
language.  Heʼs also taken up the 
sword...Fencing.  His coach «promised» 
that if he continues with the sport, itʼll 
pay an «Ivy League scholarship».  His 
parents just enjoy watching him excel 
and have fun in his new environment.
 Michaël is in 1st grade.  Itʼs his 
first year in a bilingual school.  Heʼs 
struggling to learn to read and write in 
both languages.  Its a good struggle that 
we know will serve him well.  Pray that 
we would know how to encourage him.  
We all miss France, but Michaël 
expresses his homesickness the most, 
«Ma maison à Lognes me manque.»  
Translation:  I miss my house in Lognes.
 Nathanaël (23 months) doesnʼt 
even remember France, but he already 
speaks both languages.  Heʼs picked up 
English at his preschool.  If only we 
could all flex culturally and linguistically 
like a baby...and enter the Kingdom of 
God with the faith of a child.
                  Carefully joined with you,

The French Finleys 

Our Mission is The Way we live, our way of life, wherever we are.
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