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Officiating a wedding always affords time to reflect on the beautiful transformation that God 
through Jesus effects in broken human lives.  This July, Karen and I had the privilege to serve 
Audrey Domboy and Jason Falck on their wedding day.  Audrey has been a part of our life and 
ministry for over 10 years.  Her wedding was for us a celebration of the promise of the Gospel.  
Marriage at its best is Gospel reenactment, a picture of Christ’s sacrificial love for us.  Audrey’s 
story reminds us of God’s faithfulness to do what he has promised.  As we look back over the 
last decade, we can see that His love and grace make us beautiful even as we get older.  It 
gives us hope for the glorious future he is preparing for us.  I tell Audrey’s story on the reverse 
page to celebrate the renewal of the beauty our Creator has always intended for us.         

Marriage as Gospel reenactment

Karen with Audrey’s Mom



God is interested in the people we are 
becoming.  He is not content to leave us 
as we are.  Only he knows our future.  He 
uses our dreams as well as discomfort to 
rescue us for a better purpose that is 
always greater and more beautiful than 
anything we can imagine.  Karen and I 
have watched God carefully shape 
Audreyʼs character, teaching her to trust 
him through difficult circumstances.   

We met Audrey in 1999 when Jonathan 
was serving as associate pastor of a 
church that meets just east of Paris. 
Audrey was studying English at a local 
university, convinced that God would 
somehow use her passion for american 
culture and people. She moved into the 
OIKOS house in 2002 to help our 
American interns learn French, and to 
serve our church plant in Claye-Souilly.

  
During the next 4 years that Audrey lived 
with our family, she would face much 
heartache.  Her parentsʼ divorce 
disintegrated her family of origin and 
pushed her closer to us.  It also propelled 
her toward the future she believed God 
had for her.
  
Karen and I wanted to help provide for our 
French friendʼs american dream.  We 
helped her to get a summer internship with 
Twin Lakes Church, our ministry partners 
in Aptos, CA, working with the college 
group.  That summer, she found a full-time 
job at a international boarding school near 
Santa Cruz, CA.  She also developed an 
american love interest, who was then 
serving as a pastor at TLC.  

A fairy-tale !   We all thought that God was 
answering Audreyʼs prayers in very 
specific ways. And he was, but he had a 
surprise in mind that would teach her to 
release control and to trust him for his 
better plan.  US Homeland Security denied 

Audrey a work visa.  The California fairy-
tale ended just as abruptly.

Back to reality and to France, Audrey 
moved in with her mother who, after the 
divorce, had left their home in the Paris 
region for Toulouse in the South.  It was a 
confusing, deeply disappointing time for 
Audrey, requiring the eyes of faith to see. 
  
Audrey began to serve there with with a 
church planting team.  The team produced 
a video about their work in Toulouse and 
asked Audrey to participate. Summer 
2008, she had the opportunity to 
accompany one of the single women 
missionaries on furlough to Arizona. 
  
Audrey returned to Toulouse that Fall, but 
the video continued to tour local US 
churches.  A young american manʼs heart 

was strangely warmed 
when he saw it at a 
church in North Dakota.  
Jason Falck was 
pursuing his dream to 
serve as a missionary in 
France.  By faith (and 
prompted by wise 
friends) he contacted 
Audrey on Facebook 
and began to pursue her 
as part of that dream.
  
As Audreyʼs friendship 
with Jason grew, she 
asked us if she could 
move back to OIKOS.  
Jason would be doing 
research for his masters 

degree in the Paris 
region.  That would give her (and us!) the 
chance to get to know him better.  It would 
also be our pleasure to help this young 
couple plan their wedding as a celebration 
of Godʼs sovereignty in their lives:  «No 
eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind 
has conceived what God has prepared for 
those who love him!»  (1 Cor 2:19)
  
Jason and Audrey Falck are currently 
raising support in Minneapolis, MN in 
order to return to France for long-term 
missionary service.  Pray for the Falcks as 
they move out in faith, a faith tested by 
tailor-made trials, toward a future filled 
with Godʼs beautiful surprises.  
  
May the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
surprise you too with his better plan as you 
trust him to shape you for glory !  
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