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Giving thanks

( willfully! )

The act of giving thanks puts things into perspective
and ultimately produces joy. Full discloser: I’m not
feeling joy as I sit down to write this. It’s my problem
that I’m grumpy, I know that. I just have so very many
other things to do, people depending on me, that it
feels like a weight pressing on my chest. Lighter
feelings will come as I write. I’m sitting down now
because our US mission agency, WorldVenture,
imposes a November 15th deadline for year-end
update letters. Today is that day. I’m taking full
advantage of all eight time zones before I submit this
thanksgiving missive just under the wire, sent
instantly from my Paris ofﬁce to our Denver
headquarters. Allow me, if you would, to publish my
gratitude for worldwide distribution.

I’m grateful for you, for your interest and prayerful
participation in my life. I think of you often. We are
partners for the Gospel, the joyful news that God
himself has already paid the price for our sin. He is
carefully straightening all that we have twisted.

I am grateful for this deadline. Sometimes I need help
to stop, to rest, to breath, to take a long hard look at
God’s goodness to me and to worship him. Willful
gratefulness produces joy, gusty joy that pushes the
weight from my chest. Can you hear me breathing it
in? Yes, I want to publish my gratitude. My God is
satisﬁed with me because of Jesus. I willfully praise
him for this extravagant grace.

I’m also grateful for the difﬁculties we face in this
ministry. They produce endurance. This is my 20th
year of full-time ministry! Endurance produces
character (not always as fast as I might like).
Character produces hope, that great hope that God
will renew and restore all things. The proof? He has
already poured his love into our hearts. The French
Finleys love you !!! You see: Willful gratitude does
produce joy... right on time!

I’m grateful for what God is producing through our
obedience to him. This year, we founded a fullservice mission agency, OIKOS, headquartered in
France and serving the greater French-speaking
world. We planted a church near Disneyland Paris.
We established a training center for church planters
that we expect will plant ﬁve new churches in the next
ﬁve years. We are making followers of Jesus and
training intercultural leaders for a worldwide impact.

Thank you for your partnership!
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Frenchy Finley Family News
Karen graduated straight from Kindergarten to 2nd

grade this year, a big transition even for a veteran
school teacher. She almost always enjoys the
challenge of her job and is grateful to work at the
elementary school in the neighborhood where the
Finleys live. Jonathan (now willfully giving thanks in the
3rd person) deeply appreciates his talented wife’s daily
sacriﬁces. They make her even more beautiful! Karen
would like you to pray that the Lord enables her to
serve her 3 boys (4 if you count Jonathan) even better
than she does her 2nd graders. The Finley boys think
she’s doing an awesome job!

Jonathan

is still learning--thankfully--to juggle his
roles as president of an incipient mission agency, as
mission pastor of a local French church, as a church
planting coach and most importantly as a husband and
a father. GK Chesterton said famously, «Anything
worth doing is worth doing badly.» These days,
Jonathan has far too many things worth doing and
much opportunity to do them badly. He would like you
to pray for wisdom to prioritize well his many
responsibilities. Pray that he would continue to grow in
intimacy with God and that he would minister from the
spiritual authority that this intimacy affords him.

Samuel is a junior higher, pushing that tender

edge between childhood and the rest of his life. His
parents are often surprised by the nonchalance of his
success. Samuel would like you to pray that he learns
to handle a foil as well as he can an épée (that’s
fencing talk)... and that he learns to speak Spanish as
well as he does French and English. His parents would
like you to pray that Samuel learns the importance of
discipline and humility to manage his God-given gifts.

Michaël is sometimes a little brother and

sometimes a big brother. He’s not aways sure if he
really likes being either. After a melancholy return to
French life last year, Mikey has adjusted very well this
year. He has many friends and approaches life with
attractive insouciance and humility. Apparently, he has
slight dyslexia. Working with specialists this year has
helped his academic conﬁdence and school grades.
Pray that he would continue to develop these new tools
for learning.

Nathanaël, as the youngest child, is often

pushed into a world that is more mature than his years,
just like his paragraph has been pushed to the bottom
of this page. He’s full of all the life moving past us so
quickly. Pray that his parents would slow down to give
him all the love and attention a 5 year old boy needs.
Pray that he would come to trust Jesus like his big
brothers do.
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